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Council tax amounts
Your council tax helps pay for local services, such as refuse
collection, care for the elderly, and the police and fire service.

The tax is charged at eight different levels, each covering a
different band of property values. The levels have to be in
these ratios to one another:

Band A B C D E F G H
Ratio 6 7 8 9 11 13 15 18

The tables below show the council tax amounts for 2009/10
compared with last year’s amounts.

Main part of 2008/09 2009/10
the borough £ £

Band A 454.64 454.54
Band B 530.41 530.30
Band C 606.19 606.06
Band D 681.96 681.81
Band E 833.50 833.33
Band F 985.05 984.84
Band G 1,136.60 1,136.36
Band H 1,363.91 1,363.62

Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators’ area
(including Conservators’ levy)

Band A 470.19 470.76
Band B 548.55 549.21
Band C 626.91 627.68
Band D 705.27 706.13
Band E 862.00 863.05
Band F 1,018.73 1,019.97
Band G 1,175.46 1,176.89
Band H 1,410.55  1,412.27

Council tax amounts 3

BT.1276 (2.09) :How we spend C-Tax  27/2/09  09:45  Page 3



4 Combining the council tax for two authorities

Combining the council 
tax for two authorities
The council tax collected by Wandsworth Council has to
cover the spending needs of Wandsworth Council and 
the Greater London Authority (GLA). The amounts for each
authority are added together to work out the total council
tax for each band. The table below shows how the amounts
for each authority have been combined for band D properties
in the main part of the borough.

2008/09 2009/10
£ £

Wandsworth 
Council 372.14 371.99 0.04% decrease

GLA 309.82 309.82 nil increase

681.96 681.81 0.02% decrease
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Wandsworth Council    5

Wandsworth Council
The table below shows that the council’s requirement 
has increased since 2008/09 by £4.0 million 
to £196.7 million.

£m

Council requirement 2008/09 192.7

Actual inflation +9.2

Service developments and 
specific government grants +1.6

Change in use of reserves -6.8

Council requirement 2009/10 196.7

The council’s expenditure requirement excludes any
expenditure on schools and council housing. The principal
reason for the increased requirement is inflation. The
increase in service developments is the aggregate effect of
the provision of new and enhanced services, and increased
costs, principally loss of interest on investments, partly
offset by continuing service economies. The change in the
use of reserves results principally from the use of funds
previously specifically set aside for the ‘Building Schools 
for the Future’ initiative, and the use of surplus revenue
funds available in 2008/09.
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Wandsworth Council
The table below shows how much the council will spend on
services in 2009/10 (2008/09 in brackets).

Gross Net
Expenditure Income Expenditure

£m £m £m

Education 239.9 206.9 33.0
(231.6) (197.0) (34.6)

Housing 317.8 304.5 13.3
(290.6) (276.7) (13.9)

Social Services 159.2 39.9 119.3
(151.7) (35.6) (116.1)

Highways 31.0 30.9 0.1
(33.0) (29.9) (3.1)

Environment 23.8 4.5 19.3
(22.8) (4.3) (18.5)

Planning & Economic 7.8 1.3 6.5
Development (7.3) (1.4) (5.9)

Culture 31.8 10.1 21.7
(30.4) (8.7) (21.7)

Other Services 44.9 66.5 -21.6
(43.0) (78.3) (-35.3)

Area Based Grant 0.0 13.8 -13.8
(0.0) (12.5) (-12.5)

Charges Between -73.2 -73.2 0.0
Services (-83.0) (-83.0) (0.0)

Total 783.0 605.2 177.8
(727.4) (561.4) (166.0)

6 Wandsworth Council

BT.1276 (2.09) :How we spend C-Tax  27/2/09  09:45  Page 6



2008/09 2009/10
£m £m

Net cost of services 166.0 177.8
(excluding levies counting
as council expenditure)

Provision for inflation 7.3 5.6

Special Levy
Wimbledon & Putney
Commons Conservators 0.6 0.6

Other Levies
London Pensions Fund Authority 1.9 2.0
Western Riverside Waste Authority 10.1 10.7
Lee Valley Regional Park Authority 0.4 0.4
Environment Agency 0.2 0.2

Council Services and Levies 186.5 197.3
Use of Reserves 6.2 -0.6

Budget requirement 192.7 196.7

Government Formula Grant -145.5 -148.0

Collection Fund Surplus -1.8 -2.5

Net Requirement 45.4 46.2

The council’s share of formula grant has been increased 
by 1.75% using the government’s calculation on a 
like-for-like basis.

Wandsworth Council  7
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8 Wandsworth Council

Wandsworth Council
The council works out the tax for band D by dividing the net
requirement of £46.2 million, less the Conservators’ levy, by 
the tax base. This gives the figure of £371.99 shown in the
table on page 4. The tax base (122,401) is the total number 
of properties in the eight valuation bands, weighted for the
amount that can be collected from each band compared with
band D.

The council’s requirement includes £643,637 for the levy
payable to the Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators
for Wandsworth’s share of the upkeep of the commons,
which costs £936,536 in total. 

The tax base for the Conservators’ area is 26,462. Dividing
their levy by this tax base gives the additional £24.32, which 
is the difference between the two band D amounts shown on
page 3. Only those householders in the levying area pay this
extra amount, which is 4.3% higher than the previous year’s.

If you would like to know more about the council’s spending
plans, please write to:
Head of Corporate Finance
Wandsworth Council
The Town Hall
Wandsworth High Street
London SW18 2PU
Telephone: (020) 8871 6406
Email: ejarvis@wandsworth.gov.uk

Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators 
can be contacted at:
Manor Cottage
Windmill Road
Wimbledon Common
London SW19 5NR
Telephone: (020) 8788 7655
Email: rangersoffice@wpcc.org.uk
Website: www.wpcc.org.uk
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Greater London Authority  9

Greater London Authority
The Greater London Authority (GLA) is made up of the Mayor
of London and the London Assembly. It has responsibilities
for transport, planning, economic development and
regeneration, the environment, police, fire and emergency
planning, and culture. These responsibilities have been
extended to include housing, adult skills, waste, culture and
sport, health, energy and climate change and the Museum
of London.

Four functional bodies within the GLA provide the 
major services:

• Transport for London (TfL)

• Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA)

• London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA)

• London Development Agency (LDA)

The ‘core’ GLA monitors these functional bodies and is
responsible for the other GLA services.

The new Mayor’s first budget delivers on his key objectives
of delivering value for London’s 3.2 million council taxpayers
while continuing to invest in Londoners' priorities; such as
tackling knife crime, improving local green spaces and
public transport.

Over £100 million of efficiency savings have been identified
which will enable the Mayor to freeze the GLA element of
council tax bills for residents of the 32 boroughs at the same
level as last year. This will release resources for services to
improve Londoners’ quality of life and the city’s economic
well being.

The budget will maintain investment in front line policing
levels and public transport, and provide new investment in
local green spaces and measures to tackle youth crime.
Additional resources are also being invested in measures to
help Londoners through the recession and firmly position
London to prosper in the future.
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Council tax and budget information

The GLA’s council tax for 2009/10 is set out below.

Council tax 2008/09 Change 2009/10 
£ £ £

Greater London Authority 30.15 -0.65 29.50

Metropolitan 
Police Authority 227.02 -2.68 224.34

London Fire & Emergency 
Planning Authority 50.46 2.95 53.41

Transport for London 4.09 -0.03 4.06

Collection Funds -1.90 0.41 -1.49

Total Band D amount 309.82 0.00 309.82

The band D amount included to support the cost of the 2012
Olympic and Paralympic Games remains at £20.

10 Greater London Authority
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Greater London Authority  11

The tables below provide information on reasons for the
changes in the overall budget and the key funding sources
for the GLA including council tax.

Changes in spending £m 

2008/09 Budget requirement 3,148.6

Inflation 310.1

Efficiencies and other savings -104.4

Growth for existing services and new initiatives 262.5

Other changes (including income growth) -518.2

Planned movements in reserves, 
working capital and borrowings 105.2

2009/10 Budget requirement 3,203.8

How the budget is funded £m 

Gross expenditure 12,232

Fares, charges and other income -4,200

Government grants for specific purposes -4,016

General government grants and 
redistributed business rates -2,285

Paid out of reserves (TfL) -805

Paid out of reserves (other bodies) -7

Surplus from boroughs collection funds -4

Amount met by council tax payers 915
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12 Greater London Authority
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Environment Agency  13

Environment Agency
Thames Region
The Environment Agency has powers in respect of flood
defence along 5,200km of main river and along tidal and
sea defences, in the area of the Thames Regional Flood
Defence Committee. Flood defence money is spent on the
construction of new flood defence schemes, the
maintenance of the river system and existing flood defences
together with the operation of a flood warning system. The
financial details are:- 

Thames Region - 2008/09 2009/10
Flood Defence Committee £’000 £’000

Gross Expenditure 88,357 96,798
Levies Raised 10,000 10,000
Total Council Tax Base 4,952 4,988

The majority of funding for flood defence comes directly
from the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs (Defra). However, where there are schemes which do
not attract central funding the Agency may seek funding
from County and Metropolitan Councils, Unitary Authorities
and London Boroughs in the form of a local levy. The local
levy is shared on the basis of Band D equivalents between
all contributing bodies within the Committee area.

Changes in the gross budgeted expenditure between the
years is due mainly to increased amounts of grant in aid.

The total local levy raised has remained the same at £10
million in 2008/09 and 2009/10.

For more information on the Environment Agency visit
www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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14 Western Riverside Waste Authority

Western Riverside 
Waste Authority
Western Riverside Waste Authority is the statutory waste
disposal authority for the London Boroughs of Hammersmith
& Fulham, Lambeth and Wandsworth and for the Royal
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. The Authority’s waste
management policies are recycling led, with the balance of
residual waste being transported from the Authority’s two
transfer stations via the River Thames to landfill pending
construction of an Energy from Waste plant by the
Authority’s contractor Cory on the Thames at Belvedere.

The Authority and its constituent councils have agreed on a
new basis of cost apportionment from 2009/10. Under the
agreement, intended to run for eight years, the Authority will
recover the costs of waste delivered by its constituent
councils at a rate per tonne according to the nature of the
waste recycled or disposed of. There will be a residual
annual levy, apportioned on the basis of council tax-base, for
overheads and civic amenity waste.

The estimated costs to constituent councils for 2009/10
compared to the original budgeted cost in 2008/09 are
shown in the table opposite.
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Western Riverside Waste Authority  15
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16 London Pensions Fund Authority

London Pensions 
Fund Authority
The London Pensions Fund Authority (LPFA) raises a levy
each year to meet expenditure on premature retirement
compensation and outstanding personnel matters for which
LPFA is now responsible and cannot charge to the pension
fund. These payments relate to former employees of the
Greater London Council (GLC), the Inner London Education
Authority (ILEA) and the London Residuary Body (LRB).

For 2009/10, the income to be raised by levies is set out
below. The Greater London levy is payable in all boroughs,
the Inner London levy only in Inner London Boroughs
(including the City of London). The figures show the total to
be raised and, in brackets, the percentage change on the
previous year.

Inner London £12,689,000 (-0.7%)
Greater London £11,988,000 (-3.1%)
Total £24,677,000 (-1.2%)
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Efficiency information 
for London Borough of Wandsworth and
London Fire and Emergency Planning
Authority

All councils and fire authorities are required to measure
and report the value of efficiency savings they have
achieved since April 2008. An efficiency saving occurs
when the costs of an activity falls but the effectiveness 
and quality has not been reduced.

In 2008/09 the London Borough of Wandsworth has worked
with its partners to deliver several important efficiency
programmes. Wandsworth benefits from annual efficiency
reviews, release of underused assets and continuing
competitive tendering arrangements for services. The
London Fire and Emergency Planning Authority (LFEPA) 
is delivering efficiencies in non front line services, with 
the time spent by fire station staff on community safety
continuing to both exceed target and improve year on year
and fire deaths and injuries in London continuing to fall. 

The table below shows the value of efficiencies forecast 
to be achieved by the end of March 2009 by the London
Borough of Wandsworth and the London Fire and
Emergency Planning Authority (which is a functional 
body of the Greater London Authority). 

By March 2009
£

London Borough of Wandsworth 11,967,000

London Fire and Emergency 
Planning Authority 4,724,000
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18 Efficiency Information

To put these figures into perspective the efficiency savings
forecast to be achieved by March 2009 represent:

4.8% of the London Borough of Wandsworth’s spending 
in 2007/08

1.1% of the London Fire and Emergency Planning
Authority’s spending in 2007/08

  The table below shows the value of gains forecast to be
achieved by March 2009 for the average Band D dwelling
and compares that figure with the average figure across
London.

Saving Average
per Band for similar

D dwelling authorities
£ £

London Borough 
of Wandsworth 101 128

London Fire and Emergency
Planning Authority 2 2

Each year councils are assessed by the Audit Commission
on their use of resources and given a score out of 4 (4
being ‘performing strongly’ and 1 being ‘inadequate’
performance). For 2008 the London Borough of Wandsworth
achieved an overall score of 4 and, exceptionally, scored 4
in each of the five themes assessed as part of this process,
the highest possible score. 

The Audit Commission awarded LFEPA a score of three in
its most recent use of resources assessment showing it is
‘performing well’ and in its latest Corporate Assessment the
authority’s overall performance was rated as excellent - the
highest score possible.
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